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““New WaterNew Water”” for the Colorado River?for the Colorado River?
Yuma Desalting Plant test run in contextYuma Desalting Plant test run in context

National Salinity Summit National Salinity Summit –– January 12, 2007January 12, 2007
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Ciénega and YDP

•• water wars:                                      water wars:                                      
the the CiCiééneganega de Santa Clara and de Santa Clara and 
the Yuma Desalting Plantthe Yuma Desalting Plant

•• finding common groundfinding common ground

–– benign Yuma Desalting Plant?benign Yuma Desalting Plant?

–– alternatives?alternatives?
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Ciénega and YDP

••
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Ciénega and YDP

workgroupworkgroup

•• AZ/CAP water users vulnerable to AZ/CAP water users vulnerable to 
shortageshortage

•• CiCiééneganega water supply not protectedwater supply not protected

•• Workgroup diverse, including ADWR, Workgroup diverse, including ADWR, 
CAP, BOR, Yuma, NGOCAP, BOR, Yuma, NGO’’ss

•• Consensus processConsensus process



1717

ENVIRONMENTAL DEFENSE

Ciénega and YDP

Yuma Desalting Plant OKYuma Desalting Plant OK
IFIF……

•• Alternative water source for YDPAlternative water source for YDP

•• Alternative water source for Alternative water source for CiCiééneganega

•• Alternative location for YDP brine wasteAlternative location for YDP brine waste

•• Alternative disposition of YDP product Alternative disposition of YDP product 
waterwater

Mitigation of energy use impactsMitigation of energy use impacts
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Ciénega and YDP

AlternativesAlternatives
•• Shortage trust fundShortage trust fund

•• Forbearance agreementsForbearance agreements
Price Curve for Selected Lower Colorado River Crops
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Ciénega and YDP

Forbearance makes $$ senseForbearance makes $$ sense……

BORBOR’’ss ESTIMATED COSTS:ESTIMATED COSTS:

forbearance agreementsforbearance agreements $60$60--250/af 250/af 

YDP operation YDP operation $350$350--780/af780/af
(does not include operational changes or (does not include operational changes or 
mitigation; not actual demo cost)mitigation; not actual demo cost)
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Ciénega and YDP

BOR POLICY PROCESSBOR POLICY PROCESS

•• YDP test YDP test 

–– $25$25--30 million to ready 30 million to ready 

–– 1/10 capacity for 90 days1/10 capacity for 90 days……2000 2000 afaf

–– Monitoring program established at Monitoring program established at CiCiééneganega

•• BOR demonstration forbearanceBOR demonstration forbearance

–– MWDMWD--BOR deal for $170/afBOR deal for $170/af
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Ciénega and YDP

http://www.caphttp://www.cap--az.com/images/newfinaldocument.pdfaz.com/images/newfinaldocument.pdf


